
 

 

Term 1     Week 2B                       7 February 2014 

     PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
A big welcome to all parents and students to the 2014 academic year, after what I hope was a restful and 
enjoyable holiday. I especially welcome our new parents who have children commencing at Cherrybrook 
Technology High School for the first time this year. I sincerely hope your involvement with CTHS will be   
happy and beneficial. 
 
Outstanding HSC Results 
A review of the 2013 HSC revealed many, many outstanding results. Chief among the numerous excellent      
performers were the fifteen students who achieved results, which led to each of them being recognised in the 
All Rounders Awards. These students are: Chloe Chan, Thomas Choo, Elizabeth Fuller, Aaron Harichandra, 
Daniel Koleth, Longen Lan, Grant Lian, Harry Lim, Jiamei Liu, Haleem Mohammed Abdul, Christa Pang, Zac 

Pluim, Nivedita Rattan, Jessica Squires and Cathy Tan, who each scored a band six (or the highest band available) in each of their 
courses of study. 
 
We also had six students who achieved a top ten place in at least one course of study, these were: Ryan Burger, Chloe Chan,   
Daniel Koleth, Harry Lim, Rachel Tsao and Aaron Harichandra. 
 
And finally a number of students whose works have been included in Major exhibitions by the Board of Studies these are: Ryan 
Burger in InTech, Elizabeth Fuller in Texstyle, and Joy Li and Jaimei Liu in ARTEXPRESS. 
 
In total 146 students from the class of 2013 were recognised on the Board of Studies’ Honour Roll. An analysis of students’ ATARs 
revealed seven students scored ATARs greater than 99 and 90 students scored ATARs greater than 90. 
 
Longen Lan and Grant Lian, both with ATARs of 99.85 were this year’s recipients of the Commonwealth Bank Award for achieving 
the highest ATAR. 
 
Each of these students, and their parents, will attend a special awards assembly at the school on Tuesday 11 February, to celebrate 
their success. Pleasingly, beyond these students, we also had the vast majority of Year 12 students achieve their personal goals 
and gain entry into the course of their choosing, or commence work in their field of interest. 
 
New Staff for 2014 
We are fortunate a number of enthusiastic new staff members have joined the teaching team at Cherrybrook this year. They are: 
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       Eddie Woo, HT Maths           Lisa Robinson, HT TAS      Rebecca Donohue, HT CAPA    Amber Sorenson, Librarian 

      Melinda Bower, Careers  Alyse Corbett, English    Sandra Schmidt, LOTE            Kim Hampe, STLA 
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Year 7 students participating in peer support activities 



 

 

School Uniform 
It was really pleasing to sit in the MPC at our recent assemblies and see our students return for the beginning of the academic year 
so well attired. 
 
Students looked marvellous in crisp new uniforms and appropriate black leather shoes. It is now most important that this wonderful 
standard be maintained throughout the year. Parental support of our school uniform policy is vital to this. 
 
School Contributions 
Please be aware that school contributions will be due in the very near future. A full costing of elective contributions, and the general 
contribution, will be posted home. 
 
Funds raised are necessary for student electives to continue in their current format, while the general contribution supports a variety 
of student programs and needs, including the purchase of the most appropriate texts and resources to support student learning. 
Parents will note the P&C contribution, which is also included on these schedules. The P&C do not engage in fund raising activities. 
Twenty-two years ago the parent body determined the best way to support resources for students was via a levy rather than have a 
few individuals constantly leading fundraising activities with varying degrees of success. This policy has served the P&C very well 
and I would ask you continue to support this practice. 
 
It is most fortunate that our parents and community do so strongly support the school and value the education received by their  
sons and daughters and we need this support to continue in 2014. 
 
P&C Meeting 
The first major P&C for the year will be held on Tuesday 18 February, commencing at 8:00 PM in the school common room. All  
parents are invited, indeed actively encouraged, to attend the P&C meeting. 
 
These evenings are a great opportunity to have some input into the direction of the school, meet with other parents and to hear of 
new developments within the school. I’m certain our present members will make all newcomers feel most welcome. 
 
Student Numbers 
As I write this we currently have 2017 students enrolled in the school. This number is almost the same as in 2013. Once again we 
are the largest government high school in the state and in my view the best! 
 
Year 9 BYOD 
Many thanks to all our Year 9 parents who have provided a computer for their child to use at school on a daily basis. The response 
to the school’s request has been absolutely overwhelming and it is fantastic to see virtually all our students equipped with           
appropriate learning devices. 
 
Parents will recall the terrible dilemma the school faced with the end of the government funded DER program, whereby each student 
from Year 9 had been provided with a government funded computer until the end of Year 12. The fact that parents have privately 
supported the provision of computers is a real vote of confidence in the importance of technology in learning and the curriculum at 
Cherrybrook Technology High School. Once again thank you. 
 
Peer Support 
Since starting at Cherrybrook, Year 7 students have been plunged into school life. This big step has been aided by our wonderful 
Year 11 Peer Support leaders, who have done a marvellous job of organising activities and supporting students to feel comfortable 
in our very large school. 
 
My congratulations are extended to Mr Hind and our Year 7 advisers for their fabulous organisation of the program. Included in this 
week’s Network are some images of the students engaged in their activities. 
 
Valentines Day and the SRC 
Valentines Day is once again on the horizon and as in past years the Student Representative Council will be selling roses as a fund 
raising exercise. The SRC has determined all funds raised this year will go toward an organisation known as the Organ and Tissue  
Donation Service, in memory of Daniel Christie, the recent one-punch victim. 
 
Wall Calendar 
All students have now been issued with our school wall calendar. Please keep this poster in a handy place and note the important 
dates which will affect your family.  
 
Parents Willing to Serve on Staff Selection Panels 
The school is currently seeking parents who are willing to serve on staff selection panels. If you are interested in helping in this role 
please contact Mrs Weal via email on Jennifer.Weal@det.nsw.edu.au for further details. 
 
Congratulations to... 

 Samuel Albers, Year 8, who has been selected to play the Sousaphone (marching Tuba) in the Millennium Marching Band which 

is part of the 2014 Public School Instrumental Ensemble. 
 
Mr Johnson 
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Some of the Year 7 classes 
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Year 9 Australian History 
Term 4 2013 in Year 9 Australian History we learnt about the period,    
1900-1945, including the development in the early 20th century, World War 
1, the Great Depression and World War 2. Whilst learning about World War 
2, we learnt about the opinions of people involved in the War, from the  
soldiers on the front line, to those on the Australian home front. To further 
extend our understanding and appreciation of such opinions, we had a 
wonderful opportunity to speak to Miss Kerr’s Grandma, who had first-hand 
experience of the war period. 

 
We were given the opportunity to ask questions about the War, such as, 
what was her opinion of the War and if she thought if it was necessary? 
What she thought about the Japanese? Through this experience we were 
able to understand and realise the actual opinions that Australians had 
about the Japanese and other nationalities such as the Germans and    
Italians during that period. We can now appreciate why they had such    
feelings and views. 

 
We also learnt about things that we had not discussed prior to meeting Granny, such as the respect the Australians had for al l    
soldiers both, ally and enemy. Granny and many Australians at the time believed that even the enemy soldiers were ‘still someone’s 
son’. We also learnt about the rationing system and how those on the home front didn’t have meat for almost 6 years, the meat was 
all sent to the soldiers on the front line. The different tasks businesses were allocated, for example metal and steel fabricators were 
required to produce weapons and ammunition. 

 
Some students in the class also gave their own presentations about different aspects of World War 2, including interesting facts and 
a trivia quiz. One group of students sang, Little Things by One Direction, in order to demonstrate how the American soldiers felt 
about Australian women. This provided entertainment to Granny as well as the entire class. At the conclusion of Granny’s      
presentation, we had a small class party with different Australian foods including Anzac cookies. This was a creative and fun       
experience enjoyed by all. As a class we would like to thank Granny and Miss Kerr for organising this invaluable experience. 

 
Roopan Sidhu, Year 10 

 
Peer Support 
Congratulations to our Year 11 Peer Support Leaders for their fantastic work this year. During Weeks 1 and 2 they have been    
working with Year 7 on getting to know CTHS, as well as our pre-camp activities and anti-bullying program. Our leaders are         
enthusiastic and motivated, and are doing an excellent job of engaging the Year 7 students. Year 7 are equally excited about the 
program and it’s activities. This positive attitude will make our time away at camp a wonderful experience for all involved.  

 
Our leaders will continue to work with Year 7 throughout the year at camp, Resilience and Anti-bullying programs to mentor and 
support our Year 7 students. Well done to all involved. 

 
Mr Hind, Head Teacher Welfare 
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Year 9 Communities 
Term 4 2013 in Year 9 Geography we were studying Australian Geography, ranging from the communities of the original Aboriginal 
landowners to the different migrated communities in Sydney. As part of our investigation we were asked to bring food from different 
cultures and prepare a presentation displaying information about the food; the presentation answered the following questions: 

 
 What country is the food from?  

 How is the food made?  

 Why is it significant to that particular culture?  

 What type of food do the people from those countries usually like to eat?  

 What communities are prevalent in Sydney?  

 
Through the presentations we learnt about various cultures and their communities such as Italian in Leichhardt, Latvians in      
Strathfield, Indians in Cherrybrook, Thai people in Kingsford and many more. We also had the opportunity to sample a variety of 
different foods, of which some of us had never eaten before such as homemade Pizza, Pad Thai, Ginger Bread from Latvia,       
Samosas, Lamingtons, Beef Stir Fry and many more. Overall it was a great experience to be immersed in cultural experiences, 
through different communities. 

 
Roopan Sidhu, Year 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 9 Commerce - ‘Talking Money’ 
Term 4 2013 in Year 9 Dollar Smart Commerce elective we learnt about ways in which money can be invested and saved. We learnt 
how banks offer a variety of services to help you save your money and how they also offer a variety of different loans. 

 
At the end of term Miss Kerr took our class to the Commonwealth Bank at Cherrybrook shops to speak to the assistant bank       
manager to further extend our knowledge on banking. We firstly listened to a presentation made by the manager. He began by   
explaining different types of loans you can apply for, ways that you can save through banks as well as ways that you can avoid   
getting into trouble with money. We also learnt about how Commonwealth Bank differentiates itself from other banks by focussing on 
providing outstanding customer service and that banks loan money to consumers, save your money, and invest money into other 
companies. The bank manager explained different ways banks can help people to work out how much money they will be able to 
borrow and be able to pay back so that people do not get into situations 
where they cannot afford to pay the money back. This is important as they 
are preventing people from running out of money so they can repay loans 
and not have to sell their houses or cars to do so. 

 
After the presentation we were able to ask questions about the banking      
industry. Some of the questions we asked included: What different types of 
loans can you get? What happens when you can repay a loan? Why they 
are better than other banks? 

 
Through the experience we learnt more about banking and what banks can 
do to help you while getting loans or saving money. The time at the bank 
was an interesting way of learning about banks and money and was an  
interesting experience. 

 
Brendan McKee, Year 10 
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Creatively Speaking 
Congratulations are in order to acknowledge the successful audition of a highly talented drama student who has gained a place in 
the NSW Year 10 Drama Ensemble. Ryan Ashtari undertook a rigorous process of audition to be one of only 24 students selected to 
be part of this very prestigious group of performers. 
 
Ryan will travel across to Lewisham every Monday afternoon where he will participate in acting workshops which will culminate in 
the devising of an original piece of theatre to be performed at the Seymour Centre in the city later this year. Our Year 7 and 8 CTHS 
drama ensemble participants will be going to see Ryan perform at the State Drama Festival. Good on you, Ryan. 
 
Ms Cannon 
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Improvements to the School Grounds and Buildings 
The summer school holidays are a perfect time to undertake a range of improvements to school buildings and the general grounds. 
A number of projects were completed, including a major overhaul to the MPC floor which was sanded back, painted with new court 
lines and resealed to look like new again. Two new covered seating shelters were constructed in the top playground, as we continue 
to improve the seating options for students. A new polycarbonate roof is nearing completion on the covered area adjacent to the 
canteen. When complete, it should make a visible difference for the students who use this area. A big thank you to our General  
Assistants who worked tirelessly over the holidays on a range of painting and general ground maintenance issues as well. The look 
of the school has never been better. 
 
Mr Clements 
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School improvements 



 

 

WEEKLY SPORTS REPORT 
 
 
Upcoming Events: 

 
 Thursday 13 February, grade sport starts, check the sports noticeboard for bus times and please be ready with all equipment 

 Monday 17 February, Year 7 swimming carnival at Macquarie Pool 

 Monday 24 February, Ku-ring-gai Zone swimming carnival 

 Wednesday 5 March, CTHS cross country carnival 

 Tuesday 18 March, Sydney North swimming carnival 

 Wednesday 19 March, CTHS athletics carnival 

 
2014 Sydney North Trails - if you are interested, please see the PE staff in the PE staffroom for further information. 

 
 Tuesday 11 February, Sydney North baseball trials 

 Thursday 13 February, Sydney North volleyball trials 

 Tuesday 18 February, Sydney North boys’ and girls’ basketball trials 

 Thursday 20 February, Sydney North junior tennis trials 

 Friday 21 February, Sydney North senior tennis trials 

 
Cherrybrook Technology High School came forth out of the Sydney North Schools in 2013. Congratulations to Pennant Hills High 
School who came first and is the current Sydney North Champion school. 

 
Julieanne Chu and Lloyd Caletti, Sports Promotion Officers 
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CAREERS UPDATE 

 
Do you aspire to be a Medical Doctor? 
Would you like to know more about UMAT? 
Would commercial coaching improve your performance? 

 
Please come to the Lecture Theatre of the MPC to listen to Barbara Griffin, a Macquarie University      
Professor, discuss the results of a study that she has undertaken concerning UMAT and the effect of  
commercial coaching on performance in the tests. 
When: Tuesday, 18 February, 7.30pm 
Where: Lecture Theatre, MPC at Cherrybrook Technology High School 

 
No matter what year you are in at school, you are welcome to attend this session and learn more about 
UMAT and the research that Barbara has been undertaking. 

 
Cambridge Immerse 2014: An unparalleled educational experience in July / August 2014 
Cambridge Immerse is a two week residential educational experience which allows participants to gain an unrivalled insight into a  
chosen discipline, ranging from the arts to the sciences. Tutorials and seminars are taught by highly regarded tutors from Cambridge 
University in an optimal learning environment that stimulates academic enquiry; yet the carefully planned schedule ensures that the 
programme not only meets the academic needs of the participants, but also provides a unique insight into the university city through 
an abundance of activities. 

 
Students reside in either St Catharine’s College or Christ’s College, two of central Cambridge’s most beautiful university colleges. 
Within their historic walls, we pride ourselves on providing unique experiences of leadership and academic excellence through a 
programme for participants that instils the confidence and passion for learning that are essential to success in higher education. 
Enrolment in the program is ongoing, and students aged 16 and above are welcome to apply. www.cambridgeimmerse.com. 

 
University of Technology Sydney: BiG Day In 
Wednesday 26 March, The Great Hall at the University of Technology Sydney, Sydney. Students in Years 9 - 12 interested in     
careers in technology, careers advisers and teachers are all invited to attend the BiG Day In. There will be a wide range of exhibitors 
and speakers from organisations like Google, Microsoft, Westpac, KPMG, and more. Tickets are $10 per student with no charge for 
teachers. Please see Mrs Ferguson if you are interested. http://www.thebigdayin.com.au/ 

 
Blue Mountains International Hotel Management School Australia: Multicultural Open Day 
Saturday 22 February, 10am - 1pm, 1 Chambers Road, Leura. At this open day, interested students can find out more about      
studying hospitality at Blue Mountains. Throughout the day students can find out about campus life & hear from current students and 
staff. The day will also feature foods, events & activities from around the world. Registration is required. 
http://www.bluemountains.edu.au/events/blue-mountains-multicultural-open-day/ 

 
Martin College: New Diploma of Website Development 
Martin College has launched a new nationally recognised Diploma of Website Development that’s available on-campus full-time or 
online part-time. The Diploma of Website Development is a practical course for students who want to learn how to build websites 
using a range of programming languages. Contact: 1300 762 129 
http://www.martincollege.edu.au/faculty-bit/information-technology-courses/diploma-of-website-development   

 
Defence Force Information Sessions 
These sessions will be held at Defence Force Recruiting Parramatta - Level 4, 9 George Street,    
Parramatta, at 6.30pm. 

 
Army Reserve - Tuesday 11 February 2014 

 1 Year IMPS - Wednesday 12 February 2014 

 Engineering - Monday 17 February 2014 

 Trades - Wednesday 26 February 2014 

 Women in the Army - Wednesday 19 February 2014 

 Navy - Tuesday 25 February 2014 

 
These information sessions will be attended by an ADF member who will give specific presentations on the night relating to the   
particular aspect of the Australian Defence Force. Please RSVP to cptnsw@dfr.com.au specifying the NAME of the Information  
Session and the DATE they wish to attend, and they will be booked in. 

 
Mrs Ferguson and Mrs Bower 
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DIARY – Term 1 Week 3A 

Monday 
10 February 

 School Photos   

Tuesday 
11 February 

 HSC High Achievers Assembly - 9:30am MPC 

 P&C Executive Meeting - 7pm ‘A’ Block Conference 
Room 

Wednesday 
12 February 

 School Photos   

Thursday 
13 February 

 Yr 7 Drumbeat - 9am 

 Yr 12 Drama Assessment 

 Valentine’s Day Roses   
Friday 
14 February 


