
 

 

  Term 4               Week 4A    9 November 2018 

     PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
 
Opening of New Building and Multi-Purpose Sports Courts 
A final reminder to parents, the official opening of our new building and courts will take place next Tuesday 
afternoon, 13 November. Pleasingly, Professor Adrian Piccoli, the former Minister for Education, who was 
absolutely instrumental in the building of the new facilities and who now is working as a Professor of Practice in 
the School of Education at the University of NSW, has agreed to open the building. 
 
Following the Official Opening and tour, the P&C are holding a celebratory dinner and fundraiser at Biviano ’s 
Restaurant. Details for attendance at both events and RSVP information are available in this edition of 
Network. 
 

Remembrance Day 
Today all students at Cherrybrook gathered on our new multi-purpose courts to mark one hundred years since the end of World War 
1. Students were provided with some very important information about the day and held a minute’s silence at 11.00am. 
 
This year Remembrance Day will fall on Sunday and fittingly the school took the opportunity on Friday, to reflect on the fact  a 
century has passed since the guns on the Western Front were finally stilled. 
 
As always our students were respectful and thoughtful as they reflected on those who had given their life in the service of o ur 
country, not just in the Great War but all conflicts our troops have served in. 
 
HSC Comes to an End 
A large sigh of relief could be heard from our outgoing class of 2018 as the final HSC examination came to an end this afternoon. 
Students have, for the most part, been very pleased with the exams and all students have expressed the view that they were we ll 
prepared by staff for the papers.  
 
I have been particularly impressed by student behaviour and attitude throughout the examination period with many invigilators  
commenting on students’ excellent manners and application. 
 
Results will be released on Thursday 13 December and ATARs sent to students on Friday 14 December. As in past years the schoo l 
will host a barbecue for students on Friday 14 December, allowing students to share their results and reflect on how they have 
performed as a cohort. 
 
Year 11 High Achievers’ Morning Tea 
Twenty-one outstanding students shared morning tea and some animated discussion with members of the senior executive on 
Wednesday morning. The students had achieved this honour following a close review of their excellent reports and their curren t 
performance in all their courses of study. The challenge for each of the students is to continue to improve as they move deep  into 
their HSC studies. 
 
Keira Bower, Nika Bredenhann, Eloise Cansdell, Chloe Chan, Avishek Roy Chowdhury, Eleanor Edstrom, Kieran Frank, Anjanah 
Gangatharan, Wen-Chyi Huang, Su Ha Hwang, Oshani Illangakoon, Charlene Jee, Syed Hamza Kaliyadan, Abina Kirubaharan, 
Jazmin Martinez, Elizabeth Miezis, Daniel Monteiro, Tszwing Seto, Emily Temby, Keshmira Vijayan and Naina Wahi. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cherrybrook Technology High School 

Achieving Together        Address: 28-44 Purchase Road, Cherrybrook NSW 2126 
          Phone:  9484 2144 
Principal:  Mr G Johnson      Web:  https://cths.nsw.edu.au 
Deputy Principals: Mr M Townsend, Mr B Clements, Mrs A Gatt  Email:  cths@cths.nsw.edu.au 



 

2 

Year 11 Presentation Day Assembly 
This afternoon provided an opportunity to celebrate the success of many of our Year 11 students in 2018 at a special Year 
Assembly. Awards were presented to students for Academic Achievement, Citizenship and Cultural Excellence. 

 
As in past years, the highest academic awards will be presented at our annual Presentation Night Ceremony on Tuesday 11 
December. This Ceremony presents an opportunity to congratulate so many of our students on their outstanding progress and 
contribution to the school over the past three terms. 

 
MADD Concert 
A reminder, this Year’s MADD concert is Wednesday evening, 21 November, which will be showcasing student’s work from the 
curriculum, as well as ensembles. 

 
The acronym MADD stands for Music, Art, Dance and Drama and the evening presents some of the very best of our student ’s work 
in each of these areas. The night begins with doors opening at 6.30pm for a 7pm start and the cost is $5 per person.  

 
Final P&C Meeting 2018 
A reminder to all parents, our final P&C Meeting for 2018 will take place on Tuesday night, 20 November, in the school common 
room commencing at 8.00pm.  

 
The first part of the meeting will be an opportunity for parents to provide opinions about the school ’s strengths and weaknesses 
which, in turn, will assist the School Executive as we move forward with our Strategic Plan. If you would like to express a view which 
will assist in helping the school’s direction for the future, please come along. 

 
As this is the final meeting for the year apart from the other usual agenda items, there will be some social Christmas activi ties. 

 
All parents are encouraged to attend and enjoy the evening. 

 
Student Attendance and End-of-Year Arrangements 
A reminder to parents, all students are to continue attending school until Wednesday 19 December. Parents are also reminded, 
school will conclude at the end of period 4 on this day. Following period 4 students will attend a very brief assembly from 
which they will be dismissed for the summer holidays at approximately 12.30pm. 

 
Any parent who needs their child supervised until 3.00pm on 19 December should contact the school in writing so this may be 
arranged. 

 
Your support in ensuring your child attends each day, in full school uniform, unto this point will be greatly appreciated.  

 
Mr Johnson 

Remembrance Day Ceremony 

SCHOOL CARPARKS 
 
Boom gates have been installed to both school carparks. Parking is available to staff only, between 
the hours of 7am and 4pm school days. Ample street parking is available for visitors to the school.  
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CTHS Teachers Continue to Lead Maths Education 
On Wednesday night, seven of our Mathematics teachers took part in a TeachMeet organised by the Mathematics Association of 
New South Wales (MANSW) at Knox Grammar School. The event provided networking opportunities and a forum to share 
innovative teaching practices. The theme of the session was My Favourite Lesson. Four of our teachers presented either a two or 
seven minute session. Mrs Saxena discussed her use of models to deepen student understanding of 3D trigonometry; Mrs Halliday  
presented her investigative lessons on the properties of quadrilaterals; Mrs Lees discussed using M&Ms to model Exponential 
Growth and Decay; and Mrs Sing presented her fantastic video lessons which we will be using to prepare our students for the n ew 
Stage 6 Advanced and Extension 1 Mathematics courses in 2019. Other ideas presented included Coding in Mathematics; Great 
Maths Apps; and Using Foldables in the new Networks topic. The knowledge, enthusiasm and commitment of our staff, including Ms 
Zhang, Mrs Bartlett and Mr Ferrarin in the audience, was clearly evident. Our participation in professional development events brings 
new teaching and learning opportunities and quality resources to Cherrybrook Technology High School, and continues to enhance  
our reputation as a centre for quality teaching. 
 
Mrs Lees 



 

4 

 

PROCEDURES FOR SICK STUDENTS 
Students who are sick during class should see a teacher for written permission to go to sick bay. 
They must present themselves promptly to the front office and politely follow instructions from the 
office staff, who will then contact a parent/guardian when necessary. Sick bay is used for a short time 
only. Students should not call their parents in the first instance. Please be advised the school does 
not supply any medication, including pain killers, medicated creams, eye drops etc. 
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Clean4Shore Excursion 
On Tuesday 6 November, thirteen Year 9 and two Year 10 Geography students, travelled by minibus, driven by Mr Clements and 
skilfully navigated by Mr Caccamo, to Deerubben Reserve boat ramp, Mooney Mooney, where they were joined by the Clean4Shore 
Program organisers at the Hawkesbury River. Enjoying picturesque conditions, we visited Bar Point, The Twin Beaches, 
Fisherman’s Port and the Parramatta Wreck. The first item we collected during the trip was most exciting and unusual. We had the 
pleasure of bringing on board a unicorn floatie which we later named Starla. Having gone on the excursion on the same day as the 
Melbourne Cup, Mr Clements put on Starla and gave us a wonderful imitation of racing in the Melbourne Cup!  
 
Our next large find was found by Emalee. It was a large piece of hard red plastic which was part of a semi-trailer. This just shows 
how far rubbish can travel, if a piece of a truck can end up in the Hawkesbury River. Alongside bottles, plastic bags, straws  and 
other bits and bobs, we collected lots of rubbish which could have done some serious harm to the environment.  
 
For recess we stopped at the Twin Beaches where half the group cleaned Beach One and the others cleaned Beach Two. Beach 
One is a campsite and hidden in the metre high grass were ripped clothes, a frisbee, tennis balls, a mess kit, as well as lots of beer 
bottles and cans were collected. 
 
From rock-hopping, observing marine creatures such as crabs and jellyfish, seeing a sea eagle and of course witnessing                
Mr Clements gracefully falling into the muddy mangrove waters and of course collecting rubbish, the day was filled with fun. Local 
residents praised our efforts as we were able to clear the estuarine environment of some 220kgs of rubbish, which was then taken 
by Jono to Woy Woy tip. 
 
Our thanks to Jono, Mr Clements and Mr Caccamo, plus Mitchell's assistance, for steering the large barge, as the day would no t 
have been possible without their efforts. 
 
Rachel Justic and Natalie Nadim, Year 9 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award, Bronze Hike 
Gaining new skills and experiencing new things, the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze participants hiked on Monday 6 and Tuesday 7 
November in the Royal National Park from Otford to Bundeena. Although we had to endure a gruelling 28km walk, amazing views 
and locations made us appreciate the sheer beauty of nature. The experiences we had and memories we forged will never be 
forgotten! Though now, we do treasure fresh water dearly... and our legs. A final message from us campers, instant noodles are a 
waste of fresh water. Happy camping! 
 
Joshua Ng 
 
That wraps up our Duke of Edinburgh Award program for the year. Four hikes were completed covering the Great North Walk, The 
Blue Mountains and The Royal National Park. Congratulations to the 51 students who participated in these walks and have 
consistently progressed through their awards. All participants have been working hard throughout the year volunteering with 
community service, developing new skills of their choice and improving their physical fitness. A huge thank you to Mr Annetts ,       
Miss Zappala, Mrs Bartlett, Mr Patterson and Mr Gibbs who made the hikes a success. 
 
Miss Llamas 
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Cherrybrook Technology High School’s Rite of Passage Boys’ Initiative is completing a 24-Hour 
Endurance Race to raise $10,000 for the Commando Welfare Trust on Thursday 6 and Friday 7 
December. 
 
Get on board and support our Rite of Passage Boys as we complete a 24-hour Endurance Challenge, racing 
from Brooklyn to Bobbin Head against the clock. 
 
50 km in 24 hours - Let’s get the job done! 
 
All money raised goes directly to helping the children of our fallen Australian Commandos. These soldiers paid 
the ultimate price for us. We’re not asking for much, just for you to give a little back to those families who have 
given EVERYTHING! 
 
Please help to support our boys! 
 
Go to the school website and follow the link to donate https://cths.nsw.edu.au/information/upcoming-events/ 
 
Mr Pedley-Smith 

https://cths.nsw.edu.au/information/upcoming-events/
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Year 10 Drama Ensemble Represents CTHS at State Drama Festival 
Congratulations to the members of the Year 10 Drama Ensemble who 
performed recently at this year’s State Drama Festival at the Seymour 
Centre in Chippendale. The theatre piece entitled Perplexed was chosen 
from a field of literally hundreds of items presented at Regional Drama 
Festivals. Cherrybrook Technology High School was one of only five high 
schools approached by the Art’s Unit to perform at the Festival, which is a 
celebration of exemplary works from public schools throughout NSW. 
 
Thank you once more to the fabulous parents who were so helpful in 
assisting with the transport of their child to and from the venue.  
 
Ms Cannon 

Year 7 Literary Festival 
“Fiction reveals truth that reality obscures.”   Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
Our Literary Festival gives you an opportunity to engage with the people 
who create fiction. With their writing, poetry and illustrations, they take 
you to new realms, allowing you to wonder, explore and celebrate the 
mysterious, sometimes challenging, ever-changing human experience. 
Stories expand your empathy and understanding, reassure you in difficult 
times and bring joy, suspense and delight wherever you are. 
 
Three more Australian authors who will share their techniques and 
insights with you this year are: 
 
Helen Thurloe: Author, poet 
Elliot York Cameron: Written and spoken word poet, educator 
Gabrielle Tozer: Author, freelance journalist, editor, passionate about 
   storytelling. 
 
If you are one of the few who has forgotten to return the permission/
payment note, please complete these. 
 
Spare copies are available in the library. 
 
Ms Halder and Ms Sorensen 



 

9 

 



 

10 

 



 

11 

 
CTHS Career Mentoring Program 
Our final gathering for the Year 11 Career Mentoring Program was held last Friday morning. In attendance were the Year 11 mentee 
students, their business mentors, parents and staff. In a fitting finale each of the students and their mentors delivered a p resentation 
outlining how they benefitted by participating in the Career Mentoring Program and the Shadow Day in the workplace. There were 
positive stories all round, with many students speaking of the strong connections they had made with their mentor and the 
appreciation they had for the time and effort they have invested in them. Many students indicated the experience had confirmed their 
interest in their chosen career while others indicated the Program had shown a different field of work might better suit them . A 
rewarding aspect of the Program, as reported by a number of the students, was the ongoing link they had with their mentors ou tside 
of the allocated session times, with many indicating they were keen to keep in touch in the future. The business mentors also spoke 
positively about the Program with many indicating they were keen to be involved again. 
 
A big thank you must go to the organisers of the Career Mentoring Program, our Careers Advisers, Mrs Stallard for her important 
administration work behind the scenes and Mr Fisher and the Year 12 students, who assisted with the catering for the morning 
sessions throughout. We would also like to thank the Career Mentors, for without their involvement, time and effort, this Program 
would not have been possible. Some of whom were parents of the school, whilst others were sourced from our local community links 
and the CTHS Alumni. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2019 Career Mentors Wanted 
 
If you would like to be part of the 2019 Career Mentoring Program, please call the school and register your interest with the  Careers 
Advisers who will be happy to outline what this entails. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
MasterCard Career Mentoring Program 
Ten of our students, together with some parents and Mrs Bower, visited MasterCard at their new location in St Leonards to celebrate 
the conclusion of the 2018 Career Mentoring Partnership Program. 
 
This was an inspirational occasion with both mentors and mentees presenting their reflections of the Program, including highl ights 
and important life lessons learnt. Here are some of these reflections from our students:  
 

  “Getting a job somewhere is chiefly about fitting in with the company's culture, so making sure you gel with people and that the 
company's values align with your own are quite imperative.” 

 “Finding out how whatever desk work is being done actually affects the outside world was very insightful.” 

 “A first-hand, vivid insight into the nature of corporate lifestyle which I really appreciated.” 

 “I learnt vital skills in the entrepreneurial and business world such as the importance of communication, teamwork and 
managing risk.” 

 “Even if I am still not sure what I want to do when I leave school, I have learnt that I need to do what I am passionate about and 
make the most of any opportunity that comes my way." 

 
We would like to formally thank the MasterCard Mentors for their ongoing support of these students and in particular, the Team 
Leader, Joseph Vukasovic, Global Head and Vice President MasterCard and Jocelyn Cruz, Senior Analyst, for their co -ordination of 
this Program in partnership with our school. We look forward to continuing this career mentoring partnership and expanding the 
Program in the future. 
 
Alternative University Pathways 
Universities want you to attend their institution (they are a business at the end of the day, and more students means more income). If 
you’ve chosen a course you really like or a uni you really want to go to, check their website for alternative pathways. For example, 
Macquarie University offer 8 different entry pathways! Yes you read that right, EIGHT. 
 
Here’s a quick run-down of what they are and how they work: 
 

 Next Step Pathway - successfully complete a series of units and guarantee entry into one of eighteen Degrees on offer  

 Macquarie University International College - Successfully complete one of four specially designed Diplomas (also called 
Foundation Courses) and you are eligible for entry into the second year of a Degree, so you won’t even lose time 

 Internal Transfer - Enrol in a Degree with a lower ATAR requirement than your preference you may have missed out on. 
Within six months. transfer to your preferred Degree. 

 Transfer from another University - Complete a minimum of twelve months on another tertiary course and apply through UAC 
to your preferred Macquarie course 

 Special Tertiary Admissions Test - You will have to successfully complete a series of competency and critical thinking tests 

 TAFE and Private College - Completed TAFE and College qualifications as a stepping stone to a Macquarie University 
Degree, you can apply directly for some courses and through UAC for others 

 Open Universities Australia (OUA) - Apply to do an online course with Macquarie, you can do this for the duration of your 
studies or you can apply via UAC to study on campus if you complete four units within four thirteen-week sessions. 

 
 

https://www.mq.edu.au/study/non-school-applicants/getting-into-university/entry-pathways
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Alternative Career Pathways 
You could apply for a job straight out of school, get work experience and work your way up the career ladder. It ’s not an easy route 
by any means, but if it’s an option for the career of your choice, you’ll start earning straight away and be pursuing the job you 
wanted. 
 
If you want to join the Police or the Fire Service then tertiary education isn’t a requirement. You can apply directly through relevant 
State services. As long as you meet all the requirements and pass the admissions tests, you could be embarking on a career wi thin 
months of leaving school. Check out the service you’re interested in, entry requirements can differ between states. 
 
If you are an Australian who has completed Year 10 you may be eligible to join the Australian Defence Force (ADF). The training, 
qualifications and work experience you can access through the ADF is phenomenal. It ’s definitely worth seeing if the career you 
want is an option through them. You will have to commit for a period of time, but not forever if it turns out to be something  you don’t 
love. Meanwhile you’ll get plenty of support, opportunities and learn lots. 
 
Vocational Education And Training (VET) 
There are literally thousands of Diplomas and Certificate qualifications available for courses delivering work -place specific 
knowledge and skills across lots of careers and industries. You can study anything from trades, office work, management, reta il, 
hospitality, tourism and technology. 
 
You can even study in-class or online through TAFE or RTOs (Registered Training Organisations). Again, there are thousands of 
options for institutions as well as courses. 
 
Narrow down your options by deciding an area you want to study. Search for courses matching your requirements and then by 
location or on-line options. It’s always worth checking if you are eligible for any grants or additional funding which can cover some or 
all of the costs. 
 
Search for courses or institutions here as a great starting point. 
 
TAFE 
Technical and Further Education (TAFE) institutions are Government owned providers of VET courses. They are found throughout 
Australia and offer countless study options. 
 
If you have completed Year 10 at school you can study at TAFE. The qualifications (see VET section) are just as valid and 
transferrable as a University Degree (and can be a pathway into university if that is your end goal) and potential employers view 
TAFE qualifications as favourably as degrees in many cases. 
 
TAFE institutions offer courses on various subject areas, including: 
 

 Agriculture 

 Arts and Design 

 Building and Furnishing 

 Business and Marketing 

 Community and Health 

 Education and Languages 

 Engineering and Transport 

 Food and Beverage 

 Hair and Beauty 

 Hospitality and Tourism 

 Information Technology 
 
So you will be able to find a course that “floats your boat”. You can search through some of the courses here. 
 
Apprenticeships, Traineeships and Cadetships 
A great way to kick-off a career! There are over 250,000 apprentices and trainees in training around Australia, across lots of d ifferent 
industries. 
 
Interested in an apprenticeship? Start here. 
 
Cadetships are similar to apprenticeships, employers offer industry specific combined vocational training and work experience . 
 
There are cadetships available within Australian Government Departments and lots of private companies from Jetstar through to  the 
Guide Dogs Association and everything in between. Bear in mind that many cadetships have higher entry requirements and can be  
competitive. 
 
Mrs Bower and Mrs Ferguson 

https://www.defencejobs.gov.au/joining/can-i-join
https://www.myskills.gov.au/
https://www.tafecourses.com.au/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4bmuz4n73QIVkqmWCh1aFAo2EAAYASAAEgINZvD_BwE
https://www.australianapprenticeships.gov.au/australian-apprentices
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Grade Sport Semi Finals 
Congratulations to all teams who made the Grade Sport Semifinals on Thursday. Good luck to all teams, we hope to see you in t he 
Grand Finals next week. These teams include: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stage 4 Sport Initiative 
The CTHS Sports Executive have been working hard to encourage Stage 4 students to be more involved in sport. Last Friday 
lunchtime, the Year 7s had the chance to go house-to-house in a Basketball Competition. It was a successful event, with lots of skills 
shown off. Congratulations to Harrison for being the Champion House. We hope everyone who came along had fun and it would be 
great to see more people participating in future weeks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sport Awards Presentation Ceremony 
If you wish to apply for Sportsman, Sportswoman, Junior Sportsman or Junior Sportswoman of the Year, please go to the PDHPE 
staffroom and collect a nomination form from Mr Ibarra. This is a highly prestigious award and celebrates the most outstanding 
athletes in our school. 
 
Matthew Rose and Scott Chapman, Sports Vice Captains  
 
 
U15s Girls’ Knockout Netball 
Last week the Under 15 Girls’ Knockout Netball Team entered Round 3 of the competition against Cheltenham Girls ’ High School. 
We always knew it would be a tough game, but the girls played extremely well in hot conditions. A few nerves in the first quarter saw 
us go down 15-6, but the girls picked themselves up more determined than ever and went on to win two out of the next three 
quarters. Unfortunately it wasn’t enough to pull back the first quarter loss, but they should be very proud of their achievements. The 
final score was 43-35. Well done to Abbey Taylor, Louise Fisher, Imogen Donnelly, Olivia Morris, Umica Ratnam, Lina Haoushar, 
Kendra Ead, Anastasia Grubisic, Bridget Cameron and umpire, Abby Seamons. Player of the match went to Umica Ratnam. 
 
Ms Eathorne 

Boys Girls Mixed 

Basketball A Touch A Badminton 

Handball A Soccer 7s Open A Volleyball A 

Handball B Handball A Netball A 

Frisbee B Handball 9/10 Basketball A 

  Speedaway A Basketball B 

  Speedaway 9/10   
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CALENDAR - Term 4 Week 5B 

Monday 
12 November 

 Ku-ring-gai Zone Sports Association AGM 

 Year 7 2019 Small Group Transition Morning 

 HSC Assessment Task - Drama 

Tuesday 
13 November 

 New Building & Sports Courts Official Opening - 4pm 

Wednesday 
14 November 

 Year 8 Medieval Show 

Thursday 
15 November 

 Zone Grade Final 

 Concert Band 2 Performing at Retirement Villages 

Friday 
16 November 

 Year 7 Zoo Excursion 

 TIMSS Test 

FIRST AID 
Please note Cherrybrook Technology High School does not have any medical practitioners on the 
premises. We provide first aid assistance to students who are unwell or injured. Please be advised 
the school does not supply any medication, including pain killers, medicated creams, eye 
drops etc 


