
 

 

     PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
Welcome to 2020 
A big welcome to all parents and students to the 2020 academic year after what I hope was a restful and 
enjoyable holiday despite the terrible bushfires and drought conditions our broader community experienced. I 
especially welcome our new parents who have children commencing at Cherrybrook for the first time this year. 
I sincerely hope that your involvement with Cherrybrook Technology High will be happy and beneficial. 
 
Outstanding HSC Results 
A review of the 2019 HSC revealed many, many outstanding results. Chief among the many excellent 
performers were the fourteen students who achieved results, which led to each of them being recognised in the 
All Rounder Achievers’ Awards. These students are, Nika Bredenhann, Eleanor Edstrom, Su Ha Hwang, 
Charlene Jee, Kah Han Justin Kam, Abina Kirubaharan, Morgan McDonagh, Gabriella Monardo, Daniel 

Monteiro, Toan Huu Nguyen, Tszwing Seto, He Chuan Tee, Keshmira Vijayan and Naina Wahi. They each scored a band six (or the 
highest band available) in each of their courses of study.  
 
The student with the highest ATAR was Daniel Monteiro with an outstanding ATAR of 99.85. 
 
We also had four students who achieved a top ten place in five separate courses of study. These include, first place in Dance to 
Eleanor Edstrom; second in Aboriginal Studies to Alexander Briggs; fifth in Extension Science and eighth in Physics to Daniel  
Monteiro; and eighth in Business Studies to Alli-Rose Becirevic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An analysis of students’ ATARs the school has been able to gather, revealed at least seven students scored ATARs greater than 99 
and approximately 75 students scored ATARs greater than 90. In total 134 students from the class of 2019 were recognised on the 
NESA Honour Roll for a total of 292 credits, which was almost half of the Year 12 cohort.  
 
Each of these students and their parents, will attend a special Awards Ceremony at the school on Friday 14 February to celebrate 
their success. 
 
Pleasingly, beyond these students, we also had the vast majority of Year 12 students achieve their personal goals and gain entry 
into the course of their choosing or commence work in their field of interest.  
 
Coronavirus Update 
On behalf of the entire CTHS community I would like to sincerely thank all those families who have returned from holidaying i n 
China, for closely following the Department of Education’s policy on student attendance. 
 
The current policy on student attendance in relation to returning from overseas travel is included in full, later in this week’s Network. 
 
The school will continue to abide by the directives issued by the Department of Health and the Department of Education. Shoul d 
anything change, I will do my best to keep the community informed as soon as possible.  
 
Relocation of Bus Stop 
Please note, the bus stop on the western side of Purchase Rd, located just south of the roundabout at Hancock Drive, has been  
removed. Busses now stop directly opposite our bus bay for students to disembark. I would urge all parents to encourage stude nts 
to make their way to the pedestrian crossing and to take great care crossing the road. We have had several near misses recent ly, 
more due to good fortune than student care. 
 
School Uniform 
It was really pleasing to sit in the MPC at our recent assemblies and see our students return for the beginning of the academ ic year 
so well attired. 
 
Students looked marvellous in crisp new uniforms and appropriate black leather shoes. It is now most important this wonderful  
standard be maintained throughout the year. Parental support of our school uniform policy is vital for this. A reminder to parents that 
if your son or daughter is persistently out of uniform you will be contacted and your child sent home to attire themselves correctly. 
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New Staff for 2020 
We are very fortunate to have a number of enthusiastic new staff members join the teaching team at Cherrybrook this year. The y 
are: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

School Photographs 
Reminder to all students and parents, our annual school photographs will take place on Monday 10 and Wednesday 12 February. 
These photographs serve as a wonderful memento of school life and are great to look back upon in future years.  

 
School Contributions 
Please be aware school contributions will be due in the very near future. A full costing of elective contributions and the general 
contribution, will be emailed home. 

 
Funds raised are necessary for student electives to continue in their current format, while the general contribution supports  a variety 
of student programs and needs, including the purchase of the most appropriate texts and resources to support student learning . 
Parents will note the P&C contribution, which is also included on these schedules. The P&C do not engage in significant fund raising 
activities. Twenty eight years ago the parent body determined the best way to support resources for students was via a levy rather 
than have a few individuals constantly leading fundraising activities with varying degrees of success. This policy has served the P&C 
very well and I would ask you continue to support this practice.  

 
It is most fortunate our parents and community do so strongly support the school and value the education their sons and daugh ters 
receive. We need this support to continue in 2020 particularly as we pay to cover the piazza are outside the MPC.  

 
Year 7 Swimming Carnival 
The Year 7 Swimming Carnival will take place on Friday 14 February at Hornsby pool. All students have been issued with a 
permission note and parents are reminded that carnival day is a normal school day and all students are expected to attend.  

 
P&C Meeting 
The first P&C for the year will be held on Tuesday 11 February commencing at 7.30pm in the school common room. During the 
course of the evening there will be, amongst other things, a presentation on our recent HSC results. All parents are invited,  indeed 
actively encouraged, to attend the P&C meeting.  

 
These evenings are a great opportunity to have some input into the direction of the school, meet with other parents and to hear of 
new developments within the school. I’m certain our present members will make all newcomers feel most welcome.  
 
 
 

Ashleigh Wray, HSIE 

Ruby Ravichandran, Science 

Anne Thomas, Counsellor 

Eliza Fugar, CAPA 

Nick Ward, HT HSIE 

Jonathon Mason, Mathematics 

Emma Sarna, TAS 

Oliver Burnett, HSIE 

Lydia Russell, HSIE 

Patty Voudanos, Mathematics 

Louise Luo, TAS 

Janette Brahe, HT Mathematics 

Elizabeth Henderson, Science 

Abbey Robinson, TAS 

Aparna Vishwanathan, English 

Jennifer Bowen, Mathematics 
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Student Numbers 
As I write this we currently have 2029 students enrolled in the school. This number is almost the same as in 2019. Once again we 
are the largest Government high school in the State and, in my view, the best! 
 
BYOD (Bring your own Device) 
Many thanks to all our parents who have provided a computer for their child to use at school on a daily basis. The response t o the 
school’s request has been absolutely overwhelming and it is fantastic to see virtually all our students equipped with appropriate 
learning devices.  
 
Peer Support 
Since starting at Cherrybrook, Year 7 students have been plunged into school life. This big step has been aided by our wonder ful 
Year 11 Peer Support Leaders who have done a marvellous job of organising activities and supporting students to feel comforta ble 
in our very large school. 
 
My congratulations are extended to Mr Hind and our Year 7 Advisers for their fabulous organisation of the program.  
 
Valentine’s Day and the SRC 
Valentine’s Day is once again on the horizon and as in past years the Student Representative Council will be selling roses as a fund 
raising exercise. The SRC has determined all funds raised this year will go toward the volunteer bush fire brigade.  
  
Wall Calendar  
All students have now been issued with our school wall calendar. Please keep this poster in a handy place and note the import ant 
dates which will affect your family. 
 
Novel Coronavirus - latest update 
The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee have now updated their advice noting the increasing (but still relativel y small) 
number of cases in provinces outside Hubei Province and now resulting increased risk posed from travellers from all of mainland 
China. 
 
In line with this updated position as of Sunday 2 February 2020 our advice on exclusion for students and staff is as follows: 
 

• Any student or staff member arriving in Australia from 1 February 2020 who has been in mainland China or transited through 
mainland China (not just Hubei province) is excluded from school and child care services for a period of fourteen days from the 
date they left mainland China as the Novel Coronavirus’ incubation period can be as long as two weeks 

• Any confirmed case of Novel Coronavirus will be excluded until they are medically cleared to return 

• Close contact of a confirmed case of Novel Coronavirus will be excluded for fourteen days since last contact with the confirmed 
case 

• Any student or staff member arriving before 1 February our previous advice remains that students or staff who were in Hubei 
province are excluded from school or child care services for fourteen days and those who were in the rest of China are 
requested not to not attend school or child care services for a period of fourteen days after leaving China 

• Close contact is defined as living in the same household, fifteen minutes face-to-face contact with a person with confirmed 
Coronavirus in any setting or sharing a closed space with a person with confirmed Coronavirus for more than two hours. 

 
NSW Health has processes in place to identify any close contacts of cases confirmed in New South Wales. Advice about not 
attending school would be provided to these close contacts. 
 
All staff and students who have returned from Hubei province in the last fourteen days and those who have returned from mainland 
China on and from 1 February 2020 are required to self-isolate for a period of fourteen days. This means: 
 

• If the person is sharing the home with others, as much as possible, they should stay in a different room from other people or be 
separated as much as possible 

• Wear a surgical mask when they are in the same room as another person and when seeking medical care 

• Use a separate bathroom, if available 

• Make sure they do not share a room with people who are at risk of severe disease, such as elderly people and those who have 
heart, lung or kidney conditions and diabetes 

• Visitors who do not have an essential need to be in the home should not visit while they are in quarantine. 
 
We appreciate the complexity that changes in advice can have in the management of your schools and thank you for your leadership 
at this difficult time. 
 
As per previous advice students and staff who returned to Australia more than fourteen days ago and have shown no symptoms are 
able to return to school. 
 
The Department of Education continues to work closely with the Ministry of Health to monitor and respond to the unfolding 
international Novel Coronavirus situation. 
 
In accordance with normal protocols staff and children who are unwell with respiratory illness should remain at home until symptoms 
resolve. Schools should continue to follow the Infection Control guidelines which are available on the website at:  
https://education.nsw.gov.au/inside-the-department/health-and-safety/risk-management/infection-control 
 
The school should report any suspected or confirmed cases of Novel Coronavirus to the Incident Report and Support Hotline on 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/inside-the-department/health-and-safety/risk-management/infection-control
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1800 811 523 and contact the local Public Health Unit on 1300 066 055 to provide details so that the Public Health Unit can f ollow 
up as necessary. 
 
Mr Johnson 
 
 
School Photos 
During Week 2 all students received a personalised photo envelope in roll call. Students must present this envelope to the 
photographer at their scheduled session. It is important every student returns their envelope regardless if they are purchasi ng photos 
or not. 
 
School photos will take place on Monday 10 February (Week 3) in the MPC, with a catch up day on Wednesday 12 February.  
 
The Senior SRC Executive and Senior Sport Executive will have their group photos taken during period 1 on Wednesday 12 
February. 
 
The order in which the photos will take place is: 
 
Period 1: Year 7 
Period 2: Year 9 
Period 3: Year 8 
Period 4: Year 12 
Period 5: Year 10 
Period 6: Year 11 
 
Sibling photos will take place at recess and lunch on Monday 10 February in the MPC. A separate envelope for sibling photos i s 
available from the Maths staffroom. 
 
For students who have been impacted by the NSW Department of Education and NSW Health ’s advice on the Novel Coronavirus, 
alternate arrangements are currently being sought to ensure these families also have the opportunity to purchase photos. We w ill 
pass on this information once arrangements are finalised. 
 
Mr Pathuis 
 
 
Parent assistance for functions supported by the CTHS P&C  
Many parents who have attended formal presentations and events at the school would be aware of the lovely supper or morning tea 
provided post event by a number of parent volunteers on behalf of the school P&C. Last year we had a number of these lovely l adies 
move on from these duties as their children graduated from the school. We have had a request from the coordinator of this group for 
some additional help. Most of the duties involve preparing serving plates of food and arranging tables immediately prior to the event, 
displaying food on the tables set up for you and then cleaning up post event. If you are interested and think you can assist in some 
way, these lovely ladies would be very thankful for any assistance you can give. Please email Brett Clements, 
brett.clements@det.nsw.edu.au, with your contact details and he will pass them onto the coordinator.  
 
Please note: We have two functions in the very near future, Friday 14 February is the High Achievers ’ Ceremony at 9.30am and 
Tuesday 3 March is the Year 6 into 7 Information Night from 6 to 8pm.  
 
Mr Clements 
 
 
Canteen News 
One of our long serving volunteers, Honey Yeates who has helped in the canteen for over fifteen years, stepped 
down at the end of 2019 (ten of those years were after her child had graduated at CTHS).  
 
Pictured here is Mr Johnson presenting Honey with flowers and a gift from all at CTHS, on her last day.  
 
Mrs Roberts 

Procedure for Early Leavers 
If a student needs to leave school early, they must provide a note from their parent/guardian giving reasons for their 
partial absence. The student must hand the note in at the student window before 8.30am where they will be 
issued with a leave pass. They can then present this pass to their teacher and leave school at the appropriate time.  
 
On Thursdays (sport days) all students in Years 9-11 MUST have their early leave notes signed by a member of the 
PE staff before presenting to the office. 

mailto:brett.clements@det.nsw.edu.au


 

5 

 



 

6 

2020 sees colossal start to Drama Ensembles Program at CTHS  
On Wednesday lunchtime, 5  February, over 160 students from Year 7 through to Year 10 ‘made a bee line’ for C1.1 to join one of the 
five ensembles offered here at the school. 
 
As luck would have it, a clutch of incredibly talented Year 12 Drama students happened to be walking past C1.1 and decided to pop 
in. Being so generous as to grace us with their presence, it seemed only fair to allow them to offer their illuminating insights into why 
being a member of a Drama ensemble had been so helpful to them in the continuing and fascinating process of formulating and 
realising personal aspirations. As students fully conversant in the great excitement and fun which accompanies taking part in  a 
CTHS Drama ensemble, their summaries pinpointed such worthwhile gains as making a host of new friends as well as deepening 
existing friendships, boosting vital inter-personal skills and improved levels of confidence in public speaking. The suite of re adily 
transferrable life skills developed as the result of joining a Drama ensemble can only serve to enrich any individual in any life 
endeavour. 
 
Year 12 Drama student, Nathan Jenkins, chose to elucidate further upon the distinctive skills ensemble experiences promote:  
 
Drama as a subject provides unique challenges unlike any other subject in high school. Many other subjects offer very similar  
experiences to one another in terms of the learning challenges faced by students, for example essay -based subjects like the 
histories or the subjects that have a numerical focus such as maths and physics. However, while the content  of subjects such as 
maths, physics or the history subjects, for example, might be different, the modality of the learning experience is largely the same. 
 
Not so with Drama. Sure, Drama has essay writing as a component of course content. However, what Drama provides is a very ‘one 
of a kind’ experience which involves the “putting together” (making, conceiving of, dreaming up, initiating, imagining) exploration and 
suspense of the devising process, followed by the thrill and exhilaration of then performing a completely original piece of theatre that 
has required both an collective and individual effort and contribution. This process of an authentic personal and collective expression 
through the devising process as well as the performance aspect itself indeed, extends a special invitation to those who are seeking a 
particularly extraordinary immersive learning experience. 
 
CTHS Drama ensembles start in Week 3 this term. Thank you to all parents who have supported their children to be part of this  
exciting venture in 2020. 
 
Ms Cannon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 10  
Year 10 parents will soon be receiving an email outlining the CTHS Work Experience Program. It is highly recommended students  
begin seeking work experience placements now, as popular placements fill quickly. If students are unsure of the process pleas e see 
Mrs Key, Mrs Ferguson or Mrs Van der Merwe in the careers staffroom in the library.  
 
Year 12 
Encounter Careers takes place in C2.1 most Wednesday’s at lunchtime. Visiting speakers from universities, Government 
departments, private industry and corporate associations address senior students specifically about post school options. The 
schedule of speakers is advertised in the Year 12 common room, library, near sign on and in the Daily News. Upcoming speakers  
include: 
 
Week 3B, Wednesday 12 February:  USYD  
Week 4A, Wednesday 19 February:  UNSW 
 
Career Excursions/Open Days 
Throughout the year the careers staff organise excursions for students to experience career opportunities, first hand. All students 
from Year 10 and above should check the Daily News regularly to take advantage of these opportunities.  
 
Mrs Key, Mrs Ferguson and Mrs Van der Merwe 
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Year 7 Swimming Carnival 
The compulsory Year 7 Swimming Carnival will be held next Friday 14 February and notes have to be signed and handed into the 
student window with the payment ASAP. It will be held at Hornsby Aquatic Centre and students are expected to attend in full PE 
Uniform. Reminder to bring a towel, hat, swimmers, food, water and sunscreen for the day.  
 
Zone Swimming Carnival 
The Ku-ring-gai Zone Swimming Carnival will be held on Monday 24 February at Sydney Olympic Park. Any students interested in 
competing in the 200M freestyle or Medley Events need to see the PE staffroom to sign up. Goodluck to all the students who wi ll be 
competing on the day! 
 
2019 Sports Presentation Ceremony 
Our Annual Sports Presentation Ceremony was held on Friday 13 December 2019 where we were able to recognise all the hard 
work our students put in over the year. Thank you to everyone who helped make the day run smoothly.  
 
A special mention to these students who were recognised for their outstanding achievements throughout 2019:  
 
Team of the year:  Boys Softball Team 1st in Sydney North, 3rd NSW  
Sport Captain Award: Shannon Wright 
Junior Sportsman:  Lachlan Dewar & Daniel De Sacadura 
Junior Sportswoman:  Kayla Osborn 
Senior Sportsman:  Ryan Jones 
Senior Sportswoman: Milena Visser 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events on the Sport Calendar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lara Woollett and Devan Senasinghe, Sports Captains 

Date Event  
12-Feb-20 Sydney North Volleyball Trials Girls/Boys 
13-Feb-20 Sydney North Tennis Trials Junior Girls/Boys 
14-Feb-20 Sydney North Tennis Trials Senior Girls/Boys 
14-Feb-20 Year 7 School Swimming Carnival   
24-Feb-20 Ku-ring-gai Zone Swimming Carnival   
3-Mar-20 Sydney North AFL Trials Junior Boys 
4-Mar-20 Sydney North Netball Trials Senior Girls 
6-Mar-20 Sydney North Basketball trials Senior Girls/Boys 
9-Mar-20 Sydney North Golf trials Senior Junior Girls/Boys 
17-Mar-20 Sydney North Rugby League trials Senior Boys 
19-Mar-20 Sydney North Football Trials Senior Boys 
20-Mar-20 Sydney North Touch Football Trials Under 15's Boys/Girls 
24-Mar-20 Sydney North Swimming Carnival   
31-Mar-20 Sydney North Lawn Bowls Trials Senior Boys/Girls 
1 to 5-Apr-20 NSWCHS Swimming Carnival   
8-Apr-20 School Athletic Carnival Full Day   
9-Apr-20 School Athletic Carnival Half Day   

Daniel De Sacadura 

Ryan Jones 

Softball Team of the Year Kayla Osborn Amanda Farrugia, 
Special Guest 

Lachlan Dewar Milena Visser Shannon Wright 
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CALENDAR - Term 1 Week 3B 

Monday 
10 February 

• School Photos Whole School  

Tuesday 
11 February 

• Year 7 Mathematics Diagnostic Test 

• Year 11 Mathematics Advanced & Extension 1 Diagnostic Test  

• P&C Executive Meeting 6.30pm Conference Room  

• P&C General Meeting 7.30pm Staff Common Room 

Wednesday 
12 February 

• School Photos Catch up  

Thursday 
13 February 

• Year 12 Drama Excursion - ONSTAGE  

Friday 
14 February 

• 2019 HSC High Achievers' Presentation Ceremony 9:30am MPC 

• Year 7 Swimming Carnival 

• HSC Assessment Task - Society and Culture - Writing Task 


